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MEHRE
[Research Report]

Study of the Understanding by Public Health Nurse Students of
People Requiring Care During Home Visits
— Analysis on Utilization of Community Resources —

Toshiko NAKAJIMA Chisato ICHIHARA Kenta NAGAI
Kumiko HIRATSUKA Masako TERUNUMA

Abstract

Semi-structured interviews were conducted of 7 public health nurse students, and data collected before, during,
and after home visits were analyzed, to investigate how the nurses learn, across their home visit experiences, about
“Utilization of Community Resources” while understanding people who require care, as a part of public health nursing
practice. Data, including the changes and trends were analyzed. The results demonstrated that before home visits,
students only appeared to learn the contents or the number of services used by the people receiving care; however,
after they had the opportunity to visit homes, they were able to consider how much of the community resources were
used and learned to view things from the community empowerment and development perspectives. After the home
visits, the students recognized that public health nurses need to provide appropriate information at appropriate times
and how it is important to support those receiving care when such resources are provided. Moreover, the students also
realized how meaningful such resources are for those receiving care and their families, which led to a widening of the
perspectives of the students. Advice from public health nurses connected the dots for the students to better understand
the people requiring care. This study suggests that the method of education needs to be reviewed for better recognition

of the community resources needed to support people’s

Key words : public health nurse students, Community Resources, Home Visits, understanding people
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